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THANKS!
One hundred ninety pounds, riding the wind, insects in
my teeth, spending the summer in the northern country
(CLBS), enjoying what life has to offer, then OUCH. Real-
ity check! I guess it's a hint to take it easy. Seeing the
front end of a car coming at you, with an instant to react,
next thing I know I,m air born. The rest is history. Another
motorcycle accident statistic.... Recovery will take its
course and in time I will be fine again.
I would like to thank the entire ESF / SU community for
your assistance in my time of need. The first comforting
face was that of Roxanne, she helped me deal with the ini-
tial shock of the accident.
My sincere appreciation goes out to all who have taken
a roll in showing that this is truly a close- knitted commu-
nity that cares for its members. The bridges that were
crossed by many to take time out of there busy schedules,
coordination of taping lessons, taking extra care in taking
notes, cooperation of instructors & staff, cards, phone
calls,etc.I am truly glad to be a part of such a commu-
nity.
THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN ...
(there are far too many names to begin to list, so to not
miss anyone, I want to thank you all again for caring)
Joel Brown
Reminders:
-If you are coming back in the spring, register by Friday,
December 11, otherwise you will be charged a $30 late fee
If there's any doubt as to whether you're coming back, reg
ister anyway, then cancel. But DON'T forget to cancel.
-If you are graduating this December, remember to sign up
for the Job Lists. The first 6 months are free
, but you have
to sign up first.
- If you're not coming back in the spring, remember to re-
turn any keys that you have - locker keys to 110 Bray and
building keys to Public Safety. Your deposit is returned to
you, so you have everything to gain.
8s tbe semester is quickly toinbins
boton for eberyone, t&e K-notfjok is
also coming to a finish for the semes-
ter. Che last issue foill be on De-
cember 16th, so tov anyone besirins
to submit Information before the enb
of the semester to the frnotfjok is en-
couraseb to so by the enb of tUs toeefc.
M you are unable to bo 00 by jfribay
anb it is absolutely necessary, talk to
someone on the staff.






















The Knothole is the student
publication of the State University
of New York College of
Environmental Science and
Forestry. It is published every
Wednesday during the school year.
The deadline for submitting pieces
for publication is Thursday, 4:00
pm, of the week before they are to
appear. (On disk, The deadline is
Friday, 12 noon.) Letters to the
Editor will not be printed unless
they are signed. Articles must also
contain the writer's name (names
will be withheld upon request). The
opinions expressed are those of the
writer only and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the paper's
staff or anyone else affiliated with
the College. We strongly encourage
any countcrviews, articles, notices,
suggestions, and new staff members.
The Knothole staff meets in Room
22 in the basement of Bray,
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm. Phone:
470-6892.
P e
Now that I can almost look back at my time at ESF, I decided the other day that
I thought it would be interesting to do an interview every week for the Knothole.
This is not an original idea, but the end of the semester has prompted me to do it
for this almost last issue. Even though this is a small campus, everyone does not
know everyone, and many people are not aware of all the activities on this cam-
pus. So I thought it would be interesting to interview students involved in various
activities around campus, to give those people not involved in activitities an idea
of what goes on. It is another way to increase awareness on campus from a per-
sonal perspective. I decided to interview Ron Casey, president of the Undergradu-
ate Student Association, mainly because of his level of involvement in activities
for undergraduates and I see him frequently on campus.
I asked him why he decided to become so involved in the student government,
and he replied that he likes to work with people. He started off as a sophomore
Forest Engineer representative, then he was co-social chair along with Steve Tay-
lor, and now is the president of the Undergraduate Student Association. He want-
ed to make the USA meetings more personalized, and his current position gives
him the chance to do so.
When asked about the function of the government to all the students here, he re-
plied that the USA is an umbrella organization to fund the clubs and organizations
on campus. The USA is socially oriented, as most of their activities are social ac-
tivities. He also said that many students are not aware of the student government,
and what it's role is, which he would like to see more people aware of what the
USA does. He said that the advantages of a student government at a small school
are being able to see and work with a lot of people, and that results to a given situ-
ation are almost immediate.
I mostly asked him questions about the role that the USA plays or can play in
certain issues on campus. In response, he said that the USA can be and should be
a collective voice for the students on issues like tuition hikes, the Campus Climate
for Women report and the hiring of women/minorities. He said that individual un-
dergraduates have initiated efforts to discuss some of these issues, and that the
USA would work to bring all concerned poeple together for discusssion and work-
ing through the issues. By working together with people on these important is-
sues, he stated that it would bring together different factions of the campus like the
Graduate Student Association, USA, faculty and administration.
Ron said that the most important thing the student government can do is to try
to reach people, to make people who aren't involved in activities on campus more
aware of what goes on and he encourages people to take advantage of what is of-
fered here. This leads to something that Ron and I have talked about before-
INVOLVEMENT! I asked him what he thought can be done to get people aware
and involved, and after much thinking and "I don't know"s, he said that more ef-
fort must be made to "grab people's attention" and try to make activities some-
thing of concern to the individual. I jokingly suggested that involvement in at
least one activity should be worked into the degree requirements, although realisti-
cally it wouldn't go over well with a lot of people! We both agreed that getting
people involved is a high, if not top priority in a club or organization
's agenda. So
if anyone out there has some ideas, let us know.
Throughout the interview, Ron stressed that a club or organization can and
should have fun while at the same time being effective and making a positive dif-
ference in the campus community. I tend to agreee, and that it is possible to do
both at the same time. We both hope that this has given you, the reader, some-
what of an insight or idea about what one of these groups on campus does and can
do with YOU!




SUNY teaching assistants and graduate assistants will
be voting next week on whether to unionize or not. Sup-
porters of the measure believe that unionization will lead
to bigger paychecks and health benefits for T.A.s and
G.A.S. The experience at Yale seems to support this. But
advocates of unionization fail to draw attention to the re-
duction in the number of assistantships awarded that would
inevitably accompany the increase in benefits. SUNY isn,t
going to allocate more money to assistantships, so an in-
crease in the cost per assistant will translate to fewer avail-
able assistantships. If T.A.s and G.A.s choose union, then
slices of the pie might be bigger, but a larger number of
grad students would have to go hungry.
Assistants aren't employees of the State; they are recip-
ients of merit based financial awards. More important,
forming a TA. and G.A. union won't provide the solution
to the real issue behind this campaign: Graduate Student
Health Insurance. Health benefits is not a T.A., G.A., or
R.A. issue-It is a student issue. If pressure should be
brought to bear on SUNY to provide health insurance for
its graduate students, it should be done by representatives
of the entire graduate student population, not just represen-
tatives of those students whose excellent performance in a
course earned them an assistantship award.
Teaching and graduate assistantships are awarded on a
semester or yearly basis. T.A.s and G.A.s are too transient
a group to form a cohesive, representative union. Since all
graduate students are potential G.A.s and T.A.s, all gradu-
ate students should be members. But we grad students al-
ready have a union that can advocate on our behalf to the
administration. The Graduate Student Association (GSA)
represents all of us. It would be redundant, divisive, and
counterproductive to create a union to represent graduate
students only for the duration of their awarded assistant-
ships.
Your vote to unionize would greatly reduce the opportu-
nities for graduate students to be awarded assistantships.
The union may succeed in getting free health care from
SUNY for union members, but the problem of health care
would still exist for a large majority of students. So cast
your vote against the T.A. and G.A. union, and start pres-
suring the GSA, the body that represents aU graduate stu-
dents, to pressure SUNY on behalf of all grad students to
provide health care benefits to all of us. The proposed un-
ion would only benefit a decreasing number of G.A.s and
T.A.s in the future, while undercutting opportunities for an
increasing proportion of the graduate population to obtain
assistance and health care benefits. So please urge Knot-




This letter is written in the belief that public scrutiny
and community opinion can become strong positive in-
fluences when private abuses become public knowl-
edge.
It's great to go to school in the Adirondacks. How
many schools provide their students with a weekend
cabin, swimming beach, canoes, ski trails...? But
there's trouble in paradise - the flip side to education in
the great outdoors is that things can get pretty isolated
way up here at the NYS Ranger School at Wanakena,
NY.
This letter is written is defense of individual rights
and freedom of expression; students everywhere face
challenges to these cherished rights and Wanakena is
not an exception. Bulletin boards are big at the Ranger
School. There,s the surveying board, the ecology
board, the mensuration board, and the aerial photo-
grammetry board. These official boards are used by in-
structors to communicate with their students and have
glass covers. The student board is an open board pro-
viding space where everybody is free to share their ide-
as and insights with the rest of the school - at least
that,s how it>s supposed to work.
The first time one of my poems disappeared from
this board
, I wrote it off as just one of those things that
can happen, no harm intended. When this happened
the second time, I had a long talk with the Ranger
School director, Richard Miller and class president,
Greg Johnson. A notice went up - where else but on
the director's board - The student board was to provide
space for everyone's opinions, a privilege not to be
abused. That should have been the end of it - problem
solved - but this is now the third time that my writing
has been removed. So I've decided to do something
constructive with my anger by sharing this situation
with those in our larger community who believe in
freedom of expression and find abuses of this right in-
tolerable. The Ranger School cherishes a long history
of being a quality place to go to school and hopefully
public opinion can help correct this little problem and
help maintain the school's good record.
David Hassig
NYS Ranger
FEMALE HOUSEMATES wanted to share ex-
tremely large house with other females. Large screen
television, cleaning service and home cooked meals!
Sound Good? If you are a non-smoker, call 423-
8674 anytime!




Sorry I've missed writing for the past two publica-
tions of the Knothole...I,ve been wanting to especially
thank everyone for voting in the SGA elections. I know
it seems like quite a long time ago already - but, you all
were great! Usually only about 5%-8% of college popu-
lations vote in college elections nationwide. ESF had
around a 25% voter turnout! This definitely speaks
highly of the people who attend ESF! You are all to be
commended for your conscientious efforts!
I'd also like to make sure everyone notices the full
page ad for PUGWASH. This extremely exciting new
group is working on their constitution so that they can
be a recognized ESF student organization. They already
had a presentation on industrial waste prevention last
Tuesday and plan on doing quite a lot more for the cam-
pus community (so keep an eye and ear out for them -
better yet, be a charter member!). Meeting times
haven't been decided for next semester, so if you're in-
terested 1) e-mail me RLCASEY@sunrise or rodan,
2)leave a memo in my 110 Bray mailbox or my mailbox
in the basement of Bray, 3) call me @ 479-0508.
Also, I would like to mention that two important
documents will be on reserve at Moon Library. Under
PUGWASH, the student guide for PUGWASH mem-
bers will be available. Also, under the UNDERGRADS
file, copies of the "Report to the President - The Cam-
pus Climate for Women at ESF" will be on reserve . I
hope that you will take the time to read the report and
explore the situation. There will be a campus wide pres-
entation early next semester on this report. The presen-
tation is still in the planning stages, so interested
parties are needed to pull ideas and details together
for the event Please get in contact with me soon.
Finally, I would like to welcome Joel Brown back to
campus, wish everyone good luck as we all head into
finals time, hope everyone has fun at the great Soiree,
and hope those who have to take the GRE's do very
well on Sat. morning!
Take Care and Remember to Smile,
Roi ase Pres iLUJS *
NEED SOME CASH??
Delivery Drivers Needed for Pizza Hut, Onondaga
Blvd. in Western Lights Plaza. Call 422-2666 -
.ask for John Cassano
Have some tests that you don't know what
to do with?
Why not donate them to the Small Stores
Test files. It's quick, easy, and a good way
to recycle all that paper. Just drop off your
old tests in the box marked TEST FILES
DONATIONfnocated in the foyer of Moon
Library. All tests that are donated will be
added to the test files in Small Stores, and
will benefit the entire student body. All
names on tests are removed before they are
added to the test files, so don,t worry that
everyone will know how good or bad you
did in a class. If you can't make it to Moon
Library to donate tests, feel free to drop
them off anytime at Small Stores.
SAF News
by Jenny Kupp
We had a variety of activities going on for our final
weeks of the semester. On November 17, we showed
a movie entitled "Our Vanishing Forests" concerning
the ancient/old-growth forests in the Northwestern US.
We discussed the movie afterward, and although parts
of it were somewhat humorous, mostly we felt it was a
good film.
On Saturday, November 21, a few of us headed up
to Heiberg forest for a log scaling and grading work-
shop held by Dr. Davis and Mr. Halligan. Although
the weather was hardly cooperative, it was a worth-
while trip and we would like to extend our gratitude to
them for spending their Saturday with us.
On December 1, Art Brooks, a consulting forester
working out of Central Square, NY, came to speak to
us about his work. A few important things he men-
tioned were: 1) never compromise your work and eth-
ics, 2) seek out a few people whom you respect to be
your mentors, and 3) work to make Forestry a profes-
sion in New York State.
December 1 was our last meeting of the semester. I
would like to thank everyone who helped out in get-
ting things done and everyone who made an effort to
attend meetings and other events. I
,m looking forward
to an exciting Spring semester and hope to see a lot of
people getting involved. Have nice break (to those re-
turning) and GOOD LUCK (to those graduating)
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THE EASTERN MASSASAUGA RATTLE-
SNAKE
(Sistrurus catenatus)
News from Kappa Phi Delta
Fellow Stumpies,
Well
, the end of the semester is quickly coming to a
close. Hope everyone's hitting the books and every-
one
,
s planning to graduate this December does so. In
order for me to graduate on time, it looks like I,ll have
to spend considerable time in counseling with Pug.
small size. It is found (generally) across the north central Our Christmas tree drive is well underway so come on
The eastern massasauga rattlesnake is a pit viper, also
known as the pygmy rattler because of it,s relatively
U.S. and in parts of Ontario, Canada. It was put on the
New York State endangered species list in 1983 and to-
day is still listed as an endangered species.
The massasauga is found locally in Cicero swamp of
North Syracuse. It is here that ESF Doctoral canidate
Glen Johnson studies the ecology, management and eco-
logical genetics of the swamp rattler. The nonaggressive
snake occurs in low-lying wetland habitats. Yet, today
major highway construction along with other human ac-
tivities are pushing the snakes toward less suitable habi-
tat. The result of such habitat change has caused the
massasauga to be named one of New York State's rarest
reptiles.
The massasauga feeds on rodents, mice, voles, shrews
and occasionally frogs. Their predators include weasels,
minks, coyotes, hawks, and owls. The average brood
size is nine. A female produces young every two years
thus, showing a low biological replacement rate of the
species.
Glen Johnson has been working with the snakes to de-
termine their daily activity patterns through radio collar-
ing and tracking of the animals. He is also working to in-
crease and study existing massasauga habitat. He
welcomes any questions and is always eager to talk with
people about his experiences with the snakes.
This information was brought to you by The Wildlife So-
ciety in an effort to reach out to the student body. It is
designed to provide incite into the vast diversity and ben-
efits of the wildlife of New York. Please feel free to
drop off any comments and/or suggestions you may have
in our mail box in room 242 Illick.
down to 200 Walnut Place and pick up a tree for great
low prices. Proceeds go towards helping underprivi-
leged children around the Syracuse area. Hey! Smolt
and Cherry get away from the trees. I,d also like to
thank Gamma Delta Theta for a great time during our
Thanksgiving Dinner that took place a couple weeks
ago. Congratulations to the third floor for once again
showing dominance over second floor during the Tur-
key Bowl. Well, that's about it for now. Remember to
stop by and look at some trees and study hard. Later,
Plunja.
Where does vour Money go?
Have you been wondering what that student ac-
tivities fee was for on your ESF bill? Well, here is
the answer to that intriguing question. The money
goes into the budget for the Undergraduate Student
Association. It is then used for such events as the
Ice Cream Social, the TG,s, Morning Munches, the
December Soiree and the Spring Awards Banquet
along with much, much more! This is why some of
these events are FREE and others are extremely in-
expensive! We are all part of U.S.A. so make your
voice heard. Come to a meeting - Mondays at 5:30
in Moon Library Conference Room. Participate in
the other clubs and attend the events - You,ve paid
for it! According to the surgeon general's annual re-
port, involvement in club activities greatly enhances
your resume, along with your GPA!
Andrea Iosue
" Gamma Delta Theta
Small Stores Closing!!
Small Stores will be closing for the fall semester on
December 15. All test files should be returned by
noon on December 15
, otherwise your ID will be
spending the holidays in Small Stores. Anyone
wishing to purchase gifts for the holidays should do
so before the 15th, as Small Stores will be closed
until January.
The semester is quickly coming to an end. Con-
gratulations to Donna, and all the other December
graduates. We had a fabulous time at our annual Hol-
iday Party. Many of us are looking forward to the
Soire. We are also excited about sponsoring a needy
family this holiday season. Happy Birthday to Betsy,
Chris, Michelle and Marybeth. Also, Happy Belated
Birthday to Jennie. Congratulations to the new junior
brothers of Kappa Phi Delta. Good Luck on Exams







The I&Mjcsfliing CHualb wants to know what
you know!!
Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey
The first seven people who respond will get an ESF mug, so write your
name and phone number on the bottom if you are interested
{1} Where Is the battery recycling bin on campus?
(a) Baker Lab (b) Moon Foyer (c) Bray Hall
{2} Horn many pounds of compostables does the Recycling Club
collect from Marshall each day?
(a) 5 pounds (b) 28 pounds (c) 58 pounds
{3} Should you throuj your newspapers Into the compostables bin In
Nifkin Lounge or the Gallery?
(a) yes (b) no, Just throw It away (c) no, RECYCLE It
{4} Should you take the caps off your glass bottles when you recycle
them?
(a) yes (b) no
{5} Euery year, Americans throw away how many
polystyrene cups?
(a) 1 million (b) 1 billion (c) 25 billion
{6} How long would It take for trash from Onondaga County residents
alone to fill the Dome?
(a) less than one year (b) 5 years (c) IB years
{7} Ulhat % reduction does the Recycling Club attain through the
composting process?
(a) 28% (b) 58% (c) 88%
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The Recycling Club has stopped collecting
compostables from Nifkin and the Gallery
for the fall semester, but this doesn't mean
it's all ouer! Keep on separating so you don,t
get rusty because we'll be starting up again in
the spring! Thanks to eueryone for your
efforts in helping us separate - it really does
saue us a lot of time.
The Recycling Club
The average Californian generates over six
pounds of garbage per day.
The average Japanese generates less than two
pounds per day.
One person can make a difference!!
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The Trees Need Your Help!!
Now that you will be printing out pages of term papers, lab reports, etc keep in mind that we are not using recycled
paper in the computer labs and that our brothers and sisters, the trees, feel it directly. Please proofread on-screen and




USA is seeking donations o  hoi"
iJay decorations. I| you have
some extra ornaments and/or
large light hulhs/strlngs, please
hring to 110 Bray hy Aonday,
December 14th. For more inj or"
motion, contact Ron Casey,
USA President, 479-0508
or Nisha Gupta, Coordinator o|
Activities and Organizations,
470-6658.
ID)© y©un tow t Un© f finnaill ©samnn Mines?
Donate those blues-givers to Small Stores! We'd love to have your tests
and quizzes for any and all classes, both at S.U. and ESF. We don't care
what your grade was and if you,re shy, just cross out your name. You can
even cut your name out! Your fellow students will appreciate it.
P.S. If you have ever used old tests from Small Stores, remember that
those were donated by students like you and if you've found slim pickin's
for your classes, that's because no one like you has donated any! So do-
nate some. Thank you!
YOU!! YES, YOU





EVER! ALL YOU NEED
TO DO IS COME TO
THE
MEETING ON JANU-
ARY 13, 6PM IN MOON
LIBRARY CONFER-
ENCE ROOM. ALL ARE
Reading Day Hiking Trip
On Wednesday, December 16th, the
Bob Marshall Club will be going on a
day hike somewhere in the Finger
Lakes region. Possible destinations
are: Watkins Glen State Park, Tau-
ghannock Falls State Park or the Fin-
ger Lakes National Forest in Hector.
A dinner stop in Ithaca on the return
trip is also planned. Our trips are bio-
degradable and non-toxic, but very ad-
dictive. Deer season will be over so it
should be safe too. Anyone interested,
call me at 423-3132.
Jon Wagner
SCHOLARSHIPS***
The State University of New York is offering a Benjamin and David Scharps Prize to a junior at a SUNY Campus
who has written the best essay on a selected legal subject. The winner receives a cash prize of $1000 and a commem-
orative award.
The Wilson Management Associates is awarding a $5000 Graduate scholarship for the best essay written on the
subject: "How to Improve Construction Productivity". Eligibility is any college senior enrolled in an undergraduate
civil engineering, architecture, construction management, or other related degree program, or a person possessing an
undergraduate degree in a construction related field. The applicant must be enrolled, or be planning to enroll, in a
graduate level civil engineering, architecture, construction management or other related degree program as a full-time
or part-time student for the Spring '93 or Fall '93 term. For more information and applications, stop in 115 Bray Hall.




Wednesday, December 16 & Sunday, December 20
in the




So take a break and join us for some food and fun!
Sponsored by the Moon Library Associates and Alpha Xi Sigma
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The Oociety of/American I oresters
would like to say THANKS!
To E V E RY ONE who helped make our Fall Plant Sale
asuccess.
A Special thanks also to Janitor Ed of Marshall
, and to
Larry in the Greenhouses of Illick, your help and srfport
made our sale go very smoothly.
Thanks Again!
Thank you to all who responded to last week's question! A shocking number of students did not know pesticides
are used on the ESF quad. One student responded "WOW, I find this shocking and hypocritical. 1 thought this insitu-
tion was a place where nature and the environment came first. What a let down." Few other students were less sur-
prised and are in favor of pesticide use in "moderation."
About two years ago a few dedicated students tried to bring this issue to the administration and were given the "run
around." These students have graduated and nothing has been done since. The Knotpoll received a great response to
this question about pesticides by students who want change. If you are dedicated to this issue together we can create
a new task force and solve this problem. If you are interested, please put your name and number on this week,s re-
sponse. I will contact you first thing next semester. Another big issue is hitting the ESF campus. In conjunction
with AIDS awarness week at Syracuse Univeristy, six condom machines are being installed on our campus. They
will be in the main restrooms of Illick, Marshall and Moon Library.





by Hans Christian Andersen
An adult fairy tale for children of all ages
Plymouth Church, 2ti2 East Onondaga Street Syracuse, New If oris
December 10, 11 & 12, 8 PM
December 12, 4 PM
Tickets: $6 at the door, S>5» in advance
Children $6 at the door, $4l in advance
Advance tickets may he purchased at the Civic Center box office
For reservations call 76-0466
hear performances are made possible in part by the New York State Council on the Arts.
December 9,1992 The Knothole Vol. 45 #12 I
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Calender
Friday December 11
CONVOCATION!!!! Hendricks Chapel at 3 pm. An early congratulations to all you December degree candidates!
Soiree, 6 pm at the Onondaga County Convention Center.
Tuesday December 15
LAST DAY OF CLASSES! Then the finals begin.
T.G.I.O., Nifkin Lounge at 4:30.
***********************************************************************************************
HEY SOIREE GOERS!
As a reminder, there will be a shuttle service to the Soiree.
Pick up will be as follows:
5:45 pm and 6:15 at the Goldstein Student Center
6:00 pm and 6:30 behind Moon Library
Drop off service will start at 11:30 pm.
If you plan to drive, park in the ONCenter garage off State Street (mention you're with ESF), NOT the parking lot on
Harrison
A NOTICE TO THE AVID READERS OF THE KNOTHOLE, YOUR
OFFICIAL ESF STUDENT PUBLICATION:
In order to provide you with all the happenings around the ESF campus, the Knothole needs your
help. Some personnel changes within the Knothole will leave all of the work to just a few people.
Although we all enjoy our jobs around here, it would make things much easier for everyone if there
were more hands to help. We especially are looking for people for typing, distribution, layout and
writing. Support your school newspaper and get involved!
